[Thoracoscopic surgery--is thoracotomy still necessary?].
Thoracoscopic surgery has made substantial progress in recent years due to advances in video-optic systems and the development of new instruments for endoscopic surgery. Currently many interventions which routinely required thoracotomy can be performed thoracoscopically. This includes pleurectomy, decortication, wedge-resection, pericardial window, sympathectomy, biopsy or, in certain situations, resection of a mediastinal tumor. Thymectomy for myasthenia gravis or lobectomy can be performed thoracoscopically as well. The article gives on overview of the current standing of thoracoscopic surgery. The benefit of thoracoscopic surgery is reduced postoperative pain, including diminished impairment of pulmonary function, and hence a shorter hospital stay and a more rapid recovery.